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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain carbon fibers with high specific surface area by heating carbon fibers in 
the presence of a specific quantity of an alkali metal hydroxide in an inert atmosphere. 
CONSTITUTION: The high-surface area carbon fibers are obtained by heating carbon fibers 
afforded from polymeric organic fibers having hydrocarbon units such as pref. rayon, in the 
presence of an alkali metal hydroxide (e.g. KOH) in excess of 50 wt.% based on weight of carbon 
at >500°C in an inert atmosphere. 
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